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1 THE 
Rev. Mr. JOHN WESLEY's 
L ET T HA K 

, T 0 
FIL LI 4M 
Lord Biſhop of GLOUCESTER ; ; 


| CONCERNING 


The Charges alledged againſt him and his 
Doctrine, in a Book lately publiſhed, en- 
titled, The Doctrine of Grace, or the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit vindicated from the In- 
* of Infidelity, &c. 


In a LE T. T E R to the 


Rev, Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 


BY 
SAMUEL CHARNDLER. 


LO D 0 = 


Printed for the AuTHoR, and fold (by his Appointment) 
by W. 28 at the Paper-Mill, in St. Paul's C 1urch- 


ANS W E R, Oe. 


REVEREND SIR, 


RUTH, The general Good of 
Mankind and an ardent Deſire 
of vindicating the Doctrines of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, from the Errors of 
Fanaticiſm, and the miſtaken Notions of 
modern Enthuſiaſts, are the Motives 
which induce me to become a Diſputant 


in Matters ſo truly important as ele 
of 8 


ARTPUL Quotations, and a ſtudied 

Stile, may allure the Ear and deceive the 
Mind; but they are Acts in the Non- 
Practice of which every Chriſtian ſhould 
take a peculiar Pride. 


Let me therefore, REveReND SIR, in- f 
treat your Patience for the following Re- 
marks on your Letter to the Biſhop of 
Glouceſter, occaſioned by a judicious Tract, 
Joſt publiſhed by his Lordſhip; entitled : 


| B « The 


FF n „** GO 5 „ „ 6 


tions of the Holy Spirit,” Cel. Re- 
marks that I here offer, are not 8 F ruits: 


of idle Coneeit, or mere Conjecture. No 
Party Suggeſtions, or new tangled No- 


tions: But in fact, a plain Series of well 
confidered Thoughts. FO 2 2 


J have lately peruſed che aforemention- 
ed Tract, with all the Candor and Impar- 
tiallity becoming a Member of the Church 
of England, The Work is a ſpirited Per- 
fortnance, and executed with great Ex- 
actneſs, and what every Chriſtian. ought, 
to be poſſeſſed of: there he may ſee the 
Doctrines of ENTHusIASTs painted out 
in its ae genuine Colours. | 


The bane and Surprize Ly was 
ſtruck with to find an Anſwer to it, pub- 
liſhed by a Man, the Unrighteouſneſs of 


} 


whoſe Böctwine and Principles, are ſo 


manifeſtly made public by the aforemen- 
tioned: Tra&, prompted me to read your 


Letter to his Lordſhip, which I have { Hh 


Deliberately ee a But as your Vin- 
dication from the Charges of Fanaticiſm 


and Enthuſiaſm are ſo directly oppoſite to, 


true Chriſtianity, I think it a Duty in- 


cumbent on me to attempt to . confute 


your en, Notions, and conſider the 
| Manner 


Ihe Third Edition, Printed for A. Miler, He. 
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1 in 1, 3 


hz  Dodtrines of Grace, fram the wid e 
| curſions of Enthuſiaſts. 5 8 


Is ſhall. paſs over. —1 gelt Part 3 


Letter, 255 only obſerving, that tho you 
do not in à direct Manner lay claim to 


almoſt every Apoſtolic Gift*. Your Tales 
are couched in ſuch artful Terms, that it 
is evident 08: would have the World be- 


0 


With regard to the immoderate * gh- 


ing, related in one of eight Slows 
Quotations, I I ſhall freely own m plete of 


the ſame Opinion as a certain 


who does not in the leaſt: queſtion: the 
Facts; Phyſical Writers (ſays he) tell 


4 us, That Fon hing-Fits are one Spe- 


« cies of a Delirium attending on ſome 
Diſtempers, particularly Hypochondria 


« or Spleen, (the principal Ingredient of 
_ « Enthuſiaſm) called by ſome, the Organ 


« of Laughter, whence laughing People 
*are ſaid to vent their 9 


In your gth Quotation} you "Ms 50 The 
* Symptoms ſpoken of, are Cries and- 


« bodily Pains, in the Converſion of Sin- 
nets to God, you give an immediate 
Inſtance of. Now to me it appears incon- 

ſiſtent 


riter, 


* " , "_" 
— 2 — 4 


"n fo. ſtrong an EOS: as, «© Give me 
e where to ſtand and I will” ſhake the 
4ST: Ear the. i | 5 a 


- Fiſtent with Reaſon, d any bodily Pains 
- ſhould enſue from. ſuch Converſions, and 
therefore I cannot po” Credit to it. 


I am glad you as not juſtify the Uſe * 


. 


er W chin muſt agree 


| 1 with his Lordſhip in believing that the 


* 


unruly Mob, who burſt in at one Door, p 


_ -While you and your Audience walked out * 
at the other, without being obſerved by ir 
them, was ſtruck with e he? e 

g p 


Do not Wes following Quiokitlins" ove Wl fl 
- ſufficient Evidence of your being willing e 


to lay claim to the 61yT of HEALING ; and E 


what other Senſe or Conſtruction can be 
put on the enſuing ones, but that the 


Devils were caſt out t by your being pre- fo 
ſent? | | * 
1 wuſt bert beg Leave to intrbcdck the ot 
following Remark, in the Words of a cer- WW at 
"tain Writer. Here we ſee a confeſſed 1s 
diabolical Poſſeſſion: Mr. Weſley owns his be 
Talent of ejetting Satan; and actually does W M 
it by the Prayers of himſelf and his Brother.” fl ® 
"Det us confider a few of the . 25 

; n 
bo + FED . NC 


[91 
In is; firſt Place we ſhould admire Mr. 
Moſieys excellent Trap to catch Fame; i. e. 


an Appearance of profound Humility. He 


was unwilling, and afraid to venture ex- 
pelling Satan himſelf; caſting about fot 
others ſtrong in the Faith. in this Per- 
plexity, he dips in the Bible, by way of 
Lottery; immediately Heaven atteſts his 
THEM of Ong Devils. "ID 


Vou are PASTRY? aki, - in 4 
poſing that thoſe Things are Judgments 
which happened to the People mentioned 
in the ſeveral foregoing Paſſages; for it is 
entirely inconſiſtent with Reaſon, to ſup- 
poſe or imagine, that God ſhould in- 
flict Puniſhments on his Creatures, for 
oppoſing a Sect whoſe Principles are fo 
. to the Purity of true . 


ſon to anſwer for the Souls of ſome 
Criminals at the Day of Judgment, and 


of one who had the divine Vengeance 
at his Will. As an impartial Perſon, it 
d is my Opinion, that ſuch an Aſſertion is 
is both wicked and very ill becoming a 


es Mortal; eſpecially one kat, calls ef 
= Chriſtian, 


In ©] claim no jo extraordinary Gifts at al, 
nor has wy Thing to the contrary been 


proved. 


In che. next Nee you cite a Per- 


deny its being fulminated with the Air 


q 
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10 


proved yet, ſo much as in a fingle In- 


| Nance.” On the contrary, every Quo- 


tation aforementioned from your. Jour- 
nals, implies your laying claim to ſome 
one or other extraordinary Gift. Bur the 
Wiſdom which is from above, James iii. 1. 
(which every one that hath is a real 
Chriſtian, and he only) 7s firft pure, free 
from all that is 3 ſenſual, deviliſh, 
then peaceable, loving, making Peace; 
gentle; ſoft, mild, yielding, not mo- 
roſe or ſour, eaſy to be intreated, Self. 
will'd, Self-conceited ; full of Mercy, of 
\Tenderne's and Compaſſion „ and goud 
Hin. both in the Heart and Life“. pp 25 


Two of theſe are immediately ſpe⸗ 
cified , without Partiality, loving and do- 
ing Good to all, without reſpect of Per- 


ſons, and without Hypoeriy ; ſincere, frank 


and open, Why? what Good have 0 
done any one, but by the Cures 
formed by your Preſence? And — 
not you juſt before diſowned any Claim 
to that Apoſtolic Gift? I hope therefore, 


the whole World as well as muell, will 


allow this to be a plain Proof of your 
claiming the Gift of Healing, unleſs you 
look upon your teaching the People a 
Religion, which might, if not properly 


ch 2 | 


* 5. . 


18 


1113 


checked, terminate in the Ruins of alt 


mer Conftitutions, doing Good? 43 


1 deßite to be tried by this Teſt; x 


try myſelf by it continually, not indeed 
whether I am a Prophet, but whether Iam 


a Chriſtian :” You do not give us a Proof of 


ſuch a Trial; viz. Whether you find 
yourſelf a Chriſtian: according to every 


Article of the above Teſt: And I really 
believe it is for that very eſſential ſingle 


Reaſon, becauſe you cannot, peaceable, 
you will not call the Diſpoſition of a Per- 


ſon, who ardently wiſhes for Perſecu- 
ton; neither can you ſay with any Re- 


zird to Truth, that Sparks of Self-con-" 
ceit, are not manifeſtly viſible _ in one, 


whoſe own Journals prove in every Sen- 


tence ſok. 1 After premiſing, that it is 
our bounden Duty to labour after a right 


ment naturally leads to a wrong Practice. 
aT ſay again, Orthodoxy or right Opinion, 


zionF.” No better Remarks can be made 
on the above Paſſage, than the following 


general one, taken from the Biſhopof Glou- 


celer: e On the whole therefore, we con- 


the Chriſtian F aith of its Truth, and the 
Teſt of this Truth, Reaſen and reſolve all 
n + Rl into 

Page 17. + Page 17. 
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Judgment in all Things; as a wreng * 


ls at beſt but a very ſlender Part of Reli- 


clude, that that Wiſdom which diveſts 
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_ Whoſe Characteriſtic Attribute is Puri- 


ä Madmen ? 


12 


into internal Feelings, into myſtic Spiri- 


tualiſm, and extatic Rapture, inſtead of 
giving it the manly Support of moral DE- 
MONSTRATION : That this I ſay, can ne- 
ver be the Wiſdom which is from above; 


2 

In anſwer to which, you ſay Per- 
haps ſo, but I do not diveſt Faith of Truth 
and Reaſon ; much leſs do I reſolve all in- 
to ſpiritual Myſticiſm, and extatic Raptures:. 
No.” What Name then can we give to 
thoſe wild frantic Looks, thoſe far-fetchd 
Expreſſions, and thoſe madlike Degrees 


of Rapture which has given ſo many oc- 
caſion, to ſuppoſe the Method: * Preachers | 


g i 


Tu Therevee, ſuppoſe Parity to be FI 
Doctrine (which it no more means, than 
it does a ſound Conſtitution) here ano ] 
ther Miſtake ; for what can contain more. MW nef 
intrinſic Purity, than the Principles of Were 
the Chriſtian Religion? And can it be Wity 
called any otherwiſe than ſound Doctrine? Minor 


«Still it touches not me, who, for any thing VIvi 


that has yet been ſaid, may teach the Wing 
feundeſt Doctrine in the World.“ Again Win 
miſtaken ; certainly that Doctrine which Wag 
will not admit of demonſtrative Proof, can- il 
not 
1 Page 22. 


not * ay Means 40565 the e f 
of found Doctrine? 1 9 


« Our next Buſineſs i is to EP ws 0 0 
ther Marks to theſe pretending Seftaries. 
The firſt of theſe, Purity, reſpects the 
Nature of the Wiſdom from Above, or, in 
other Words, the Do#rine' tau ght. Not 
in the 16aft.” It has no more to do with 
Dir ine- _ the whole Texts has with 
Prophets.” A very fine Declaration this 
| ber ritter of the Goſpel ! Why then 
. WH iccording to you, that Doctrine whoſe 
Principles are the moſt unclean and im- 
pure, is the beſt. All the Reſt con- 
tern the Manner of Preaching.” Neither 
ein this be allowed: They no farther 
wncern either Teaching or Teachers, than 
they concern all Mankind. Very true, ED 
br Purity is, at leaſt — to be, the Oon⸗ | 
em of N Individual. . | 


o- 46 Helder Place you ay the Jas 
neſs of the following Obſervation. HOW 
erer a fanatic Manner of Preaching, tho 
t were the Doctrine of an Apoſtle may do 


ec! more Harm, to Society at leaſt, than re- 
ng ing o/d Hereſies, or inventing new. It 
the ends to bewilder the Imagination of 
ain me, to inflame the Paſſions of others, 
ich and to * Diſorder and Confuſion, 


an- 3 through 


that makes for Peace; for we may be af. 


ſtian without) 1 it pure, free from 


peaceable. Now you agree that as a Pro- 


DG 4. 


45 own Confe -ſion, entirely deſtitute of 


E 
through the whole Community. And 
then aſk what a fanatic, Manner of Preach- 
ing means ? Is it Field Preaching ? To 


And the Doctrine taught, which has filled 


Bedlam and the ſeveral . Mad-houſes in 


| rind with ſuch Shoals of Patients. 


We come. now e to the 8 


Article, « The Wiſdom from above is peace. 


able. But. the propagation of Methodiſm 
has occaſioned many and great Violations 
of Peace. In order to know where tbe 
Blame is, let us enquire into the Tem 


ſured the Fault is not there where ſuch | 
Temper is found. ne far we ac 
quite agreed. Then, according . 
your own Confeſſion, you are not a Chi. 
ſtian: for by the Trial of the Teſt, , an. 
ili. 17. that Wiſdom which cometh from 
Above (which you ſay no one is a Chi- 


all that is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh,, then 
pagator of Methodiſm, you have occa- 
ſioned many and i . K. the 
2 « On the whole, we e od Mr. ic. 19, by 


Pru- 
* Page 26. 


ES) 


Prudence. rherufore it muſt be aſeri- 
bed to the Want of this, if his Preaching 
be attended with Tumult and Diſorder.” 
By bis own Confeſſion? Surely, No. This 
1 confeſs, and this only: What is falfly 


called Prudence, I abhor. But true Pru- 
dence, I love and admire. Surely, Sir, 


theſe Diſtinctions ſhould have been made 


before, they come now too late, and will 
conſtrue in no other Manner than Eva- 


frons, will not therefore at all be cre- 
dited. 


et Lives ee why wives bis Pains. " No, 


: bat there does who deſire Pain, as the 
Paſſages quoted from your own Journals, 
plainly ſhew. And your expecting Per- 


ſecution is another manifeſt Proof of your 
being ſenfible that the Preaching of Me- 
thodiſm would be attended with a Viola- 


tion of the Peace; and, conſequently, 


contradicts your loving 1 21 e to 
live peaceably aui th all Men. 


3 Can any but an Enthuſiaſt believe 
that he may uſe Guile to promote the 
Glory of God? Yes, ten thouſand that 
are no Enthuſiaſts firmly believe this.f 


No. It 'is impoſſible for any real Chri- 
b tian to ſuppoſe that the leaſt Deceit and 


C 2 Hypo- 
* Page'28. + Page 38. 


{ 36-] | 
Hypocrify ſhould be uſed in Affairs of 
Religion, as Guile is the chief Attribute 


of the Devil, and therefore directly con- 
trary to Religion, or any Thing to 


concerns the Almighty. 
. 
But let us paſs. My Partiality i is noyr 
the Point, what are the Proofs of it? 


His Followers are always he Children- of 


God: his Oppoſers, . the Children of the 
Devil. I never affirmed either one or 


the other univerſally. Thus ſome of the 


Former are Children of God, and ſome 
of the Latter, Children of the Devil; I 
believe*. But what will this prove? only 


that you are extremely partial in calling 


thoſe People Children of the Devil, who 
were doing Good in oppoſing. a Perſon, 
whoſe Doctrine and Manners have been 
already proved, impure and tending to 
violate the Peace ; .while on the:Cantrary 

the Followers of ſuch a Perſon are filed 
the Children of God. . 


« We ſhall _ FOES every. Fara 
Leader ends with his Ziypocrsfy. - 
Arguments are brought i in Proof of. bs 


I ſhall take them in their Order. « After 


having heaped up Miracles one upon a- 
AA, he incaks away under the Pro- 
og tection 


* 


* Page 42. 


[27] 1 
teection ot a puny Wonder, About Five Ibe- 
| an near the Kelman's Hoſpital, many 
houſands ſtanding round. The Wind was 
high juſt before, but ſcarce a Breath was felt 
all the Time we aſſembled before Gon. 
I praiſe Gop for this alſo. Is it Enthu- 
faaſm to ſee God in every Benefit we re- 
? ceive? It is not: The. Enthuſiaſm con- 
f | fiſts in belicying [thoſe Benefits confered, 
e through a Change in the eſtabliſhed 
r Courts of Nature; which the Story 
e plainly proves you did: But here he in- 
e finuates that he means no more in his 
1 Miracles, than the ſeeing God in 
Benefit we receive.“ That ſudden and 
total ceaſing of Wind, I impute to the 
particular Providence of God.“ What 
can this be called, but imagining that 
it was dane on your Account. 7 | 


No mbh Cautions were given 
me, not to regard Viſions or Dreams, to 
fancy People had Remiſſion of Sins be- 
cauſe of their Cries, or Tears, or outward 
Profeſſions“. The Sum of my Anſwer 
was: You deny that God does now work 
theſe Effects; at leaſt as he works them in 
this Matiner.' I affirm' both.—1I have ſeen 
many Perſons changed in a Moment, from 
a- . of F ear, Horror Deſpair; to a 
Spirit 


Page 42. 


Spirit of Love, Rog y, and peabe.— 41 


met with one who having been lifted up - 
with the Abundance of Joy which Go 


had given her, had fallen into ſuch Blaſ- 
phemies, and vain Imaginations as' are 
not common to Men. Do I aſcribe thoſe 


Blaſphemies to your Joy in Gop? No. 
But to her Pride.” Why this is contra- 


dicting yourſelf. Dont you own theſe 


Words, « Having been lifted up with 
the Abundance of Joy, which Gop had 
given her,” plainly declare that it was 


the Abundance of Joy, &c. that occa- 


fioned thoſe Blaſphemies. On a ſudden 


he directly revokes all he had advanced. 


told them they were not to judge of 
the Spirit, whereby any one ſpoke, ei- 
ther by Appearances, or by common. Re- 
port, or by their own. inward Feeling,” 
— Now is not this a formal Reca 50 4 
of what he had ſaid juſt above? Nothing 
leſs. Why the Anſwer you make to this 


is a freſh Inſtance of your Prevarication. 


Have not you juſt before affirmed, that 


you yourſelf do believe in Dreams, Vi- 
ſions, &. | 


We have ſeen him inviting Perſecu- 
tion. Never. Yes * ade Men wy 
re- 


2 5 


4 Page 48. 
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[239] 


rejoice? when they are perſecuted far 
Righteouſneſs fake, and that you defir 
it; the following Paſſage, What have 


we done that the World ſhould be 
evil to us? The laſt Sentence, regarding 


the Account, which in your Letter fel 


lows the above, will ſufficiently prove 
that you fled from your expected Perſe- 


cution, as well as from the Hand of 
| Juſtice; in a Manner very unbecoming 
2 Chriſtian, eſpecially one who profeſſed 


himſelf a Man ready and willing to have 
all Afflictions for the yo of the Doc- 
trine he taught. | 47, 


In the Afternoon, ths publiſhed a an 
Order, forbidding any to aſſiſt me in go- | 
ing out of the Province: but I knew L 
had no more Buſineſs there. 80 ſoon as 
the Evening Prayers was over, the Tide 
then ſerving, I took Boat at the Bluff for 
Carolina. The firſt Chriſtian Preachers 
offered up themſelves (ſo did I) Yes! to the 
Danger of the Sea, to eſcape and avoid 
a Perſecutisn which, as his Lordſhip. 
expreſſes, your own Honour, as well as 
that of your little Flock, ſhould have in- 


| duced you to oppoſe yourſelf fo. 


We x 4 1 
2Poge 29. 


T9 wo] 

* 1 laboured to covince Nr. Gr, 
that he had not done well in confuting, 
as he termed it, the Sermon I preached 
the Sunday before: I aſked, Will you 
meet me half Way, Iwill never publickly 


preach againſt Our: will not ao 9 20 
me * TY | 


5 we re a fair Mivieation: to Mr. 
G—?, to play the Hypocrite with him. 
« Not in the leaſtſ, certainly; Sir, this 
was a very wrong Step for that Man to 
take: Who could have confuted, in an 
open and fair Manner, ſuch a Sermon? 

And therefore it POE deſerves thi . ar 
of . n | | 


| 


iſ kobe nothitied Inaferkl] in that A 
mien J have left untouched.” And I muſt 
now refer it to the World, whether for all 
that has been brought to the contrary, 
1 may not ſtill have the Meaſure of the 
Wiſdont from above," whith is firſt: pare, 
ben peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreatea; 
full of Mercy and good Fruits; 3 without Y 
I 5 en * 


5 1 


[21] 
The two firſt Attributes of the divine "= 
Wiſdom being pure and peareable; the 1 
Remarks on them in the foregoing Part bo 
of this Letter, have, I think, ſufficiently 
proved your having no Concern with. 
And in regard to the Arguments urged 
by you, in Defence of the following 
ones, they, I am certain, will be view- 
ed in no other Light by the impartial — —_ 
Part of the Public, than as fo many 
Evaſions practiſed by one well ſkilled „ 
ts Ruclicpeats of DECEIT. 1 


. 


ab Rev. Sr, 8 on a Death- 
bed, what Horror and Diftration muſt 
ſtrike you, when you reflect on the fatal 
Conſequences, that has attended many 
Believers in your erroneous Doctrine. Vour 
Conduct as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, might 


- | be calld in Queſtion on many, very many 
jo Occaſions, the which it is not conſiſtent. 
9 with my mg Purpoſe to treat of. 


You: may, perhaps look on the Remarks 


47 1 have here made, however bald and in- 
as 7 digeſted they may appear, as the crude 

Efforts of an envious Mind: But III aſ- 
he | ure you, Sir, they are the real Thoughs 
*: of one who profelſes a perfect Abhor- 


rence 


72 22 * 
rence for ſuch a Doctrine, the Teacher of .. 
which, when call'd . upon to defend its 
Principles can do it by no other Means, 
but the Practice of ſo many prevaricating 
Evaſions, as muſt neceſſarily diſguſt every 
Chriſtian Mind; and do the Teacher no 


Favour in an Opinion unprejudiced o : 
the Errors of Enthufiaſm. | 


As I . gone through thoſe * of - 
your Letter, which more immediately con- 
cern the Charges brought againſt. vou. 

I ſhall now conclude, with obſerving. 
that what I have here advanced, will, I 
truſt, be found exactly conformable to 
the real Principles of pure Religion. The 


Promotion of which, ſhall ever Ye the ; 
Aim 8 4 


| Your moſt humble Servant, 


SAMUEL CHARNDL RR. 
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